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Summary Report 

 
On 17 October 2013, EULAR (the European League Against Rheumatism) organised the Conference 

“Chronic diseases and health care delivery 2020: The challenge of rheumatic and musculoskeletal 

diseases. Findings, lessons and perspectives from the eumusc.net project”. The event was hosted by 

MEP Paul Rübig and got the support of the Lithuanian Presidency of the European Union.  

The overall aim of the event was to present the final results and recommendations of the 

eumusc.net project and discuss how to further implement its results in EU Member States in order 

to reduce the burden of rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases (RMDs) in Europe. 

The eumusc.net, an initiative co-sponsored by EULAR and undertaken with the support of the EC 

Community Action in the Field of Health 2008-2013, aimed to raise and harmonise quality of care 

and enable equity of care of RMDs across EU Member States. To this end, the project developed 

standards of care of main RMDs as well as methods and tools that will allow Member States to 

measure the burden of RMDs in their own country as well as the quality of care that people with 

RMDs receive. 

During the Conference, speakers focused on different aspects of the project (the evidence on the 

burden of RMDs, the development of methods and tools for measuring and monitoring the burden 

of RMDs as well as the implementation of Standards of Care (SOC), the development of SOC and 

Health Care Quality Indicators (HCQI-), as well as on EU and WHO actions aiming to reduce the 

burden of RMDs.  

During the Conference, the main recommendations of the eumusc.net were also presented: 

1. Start measuring: this implies the use of the assessment tools to measure the impact of 

RMDs, as well as implementing SOC and HCQI to measure the quality of health care 

provision; 

2. Compare: This comprises the analysis of data on the impact of RMDs and the quality of 

health care provision in each country, and the comparison with other Member States and 

the EU average. This would provide information on the specificities of each country in 

terms of incidence of different RMDs and help policy makers to set goals based on 

evidence; 



 

3. Set goals: Health care providers and policy makers should set goals for improving 

musculoskeletal health and delivering equity of care; 

4. Work to improve: This comprises the identification of barriers that prevent the 

achievement of the goals that have been established to improve musculoskeletal health 

and to develop specific actions to reduce or remove those barriers; 

5. Strive for equity: All Member States should adopt the eumusc.net SOC, HCQI and 

assessment tool to facilitate the drive for equity throughout Europe. 

 

The event was attended by around 120 people from 30 European countries, including 

representatives of the European Parliament, the European Commission, the Lithuanian EU 

Presidency, national policy makers, the World Health Organisation, representatives of health 

professionals, scientists and patients from all across Europe, and a number of other stakeholders. 

 

 


